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Fine Cooperation from Canners in Radio Campaign 
Just what real cooperation can accomplish has been revealed 
by the response to the letter on the broadcasting campaign sent 
to canners by the Chairman of the Association's Advertising 
Committee. During the past week many additional letters have 
been received by Chairman Clark telling what canners are doing 


to interest their brokers and distributors. Brokers also are writ- 
ing to the Association that they are hearing from many canners, 
while distributors are both asking for information and reporting 
what they are doing to get the retailers enthused. 


Canners who have not already communicated with their 
brokers and distributors are urged to do so at once, and those 
who have sent out letters can further assist the work by writing 
follow-up letters. 


A meeting of the Advertising Committee was held at Chi- 
cago on April 14, at which time there was a full discussion of 
the campaign to date and of plans for the remainder of the pro- 
gram. With the radio audience now built up, it was the view of 
the Committee that more emphasis can hereafter be given in 
the programs to helpful, practical information for the house- 
wife, information that will create confidence in canned foods, 
dispel the prejudices that may exist in the minds of consumers, 
and suggest new and interesting ways in which to serve canned 
products. Letters from the radio audience reveal that this kind 
of information is appreciated, especially when it comes from 
such authoritative sources as the guest speakers who have ap- 
peared and will appear on the radio programs. 
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The programs for the week of April 21 will include as guest 
speakers Dr. E. F. Kohman of the Canners Association Research 
Laboratory.; Dr. C. O. Ball of the Research Division of the Amer- 
ican Can Company; Miss Emma F. Holloway, Director of Insti- 
tutional Courses in the School of Household Science and Arts in 
Pratt Institute, and Dr. Walter H. Eddy of Columbia University. 


During the week of April 28, the guest speakers will include 
H. W. Phelps, President of the American Can Company; Dr. B. 
R. Andrews of Columbia University; and Dr. Morris Fishbein, 
Editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association. 


As mentioned in last week's Letter, New York goes on Day- 
light Saving Time on April 27, and the programs after that date 
will go on the air at 11.45 Daylight Saving Time. This means 
that in the Eastern states the program will be on the air at 10.45 
Eastern Standard Time and in the Central states at 9.45 Central 
Standard Time. No change in the time of the programs will oc- 
cur in the Pacific Coast and Mountain states. 


Intended Acreage of Lima Beans and Beets for Canning 


The following tables give totals, by states, of actual acre- 
ages of green lima beans and beets reported by firms replying 
to schedules sent out by the United States Department of Agri- 
culture. Since this is the first attempt to furnish information 
on these crops, it is not yet possible to publish complete data on 
total acreages grown in past years or to be grown in 1930. 


The state summaries show, for those firms reporting, total 
acreages harvested in 1929 and total acreages intended in 1930. 
While it is not possible to determine the exact percentage of the 
total crop grown by these firms, the proportion of the total acre- 
ages represented in their reports is believed to be sufficiently 
large and representative to indicate the degree of change from 
1929 to 1930. Comparison of intended acreages in 1930 with 
harvested acreages in 1929 should be helpful to canners and 
growers in adjusting their plantings for the 1930 season. 


Reports from 30 firms indicate that canners are planning to 
grow an acreage of green lima beans for canning or manufac- 
ture more than a fifth larger than that grown in 1929. These 
firms report a total of 18,481 acres, harvested in 1929 and 22,435 
acres intended in 1980. For the individual states, increases 
ranging from 5 per cent in Ohio to 28 per cent in Virginia, are 
indicated. Of the total number of firms reporting, 22 indicate 
increases, 3 indicate decreases, and 5 report no change in acre- 
age. 


According to reports from 65 canners of beets, the acreage 
intended in 1930 is more than a half larger than that grown in 
1929. These firms report a total of 4,089 acres harvested in 
1929 and 6,284 acres intended in 1930. 


Of the 65 reports received, 47 indicate acreage increases, 11 
indicate decreases, and 7 report no change. Relatively large in- 
creases are indicated in all states reporting. These intentions 
are necessarily subject to change before actual planting, and the 
final acreage may be either greater or less than present indica- 
tions, due to weather conditions, the possible effect of this re- 
port upon canners’ plans and other influencing factors. 
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Intended Acreage of Kraut Cabbage and Cucumbers for Pickles 

The 1980 intended acreage of cabbage for kraut is more 
than a fifth larger than that grown in 1929, according to reports 
from 58 packers and growers to the United States Department 
of Agriculture. These firms grew or contracted about one-half 
of the total acreage estimated for harvest in 1929. Of the 58 re- 
ports received, 36 indicate acreage increases, 5 indicate de- 
creases, and 12 report no change. 

If present intentions are carried out, the 1930 acreage will 
be around 20,600 acres compared with 16,910 acres estimated for 
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harvest last year, and with a five-year average (1925-1929) of 
18,380 acres. This would be the highest acreage on record and, 
with — yields the production would also be the largest on 
reco 

The acreage actually planted, however, may differ from the 
intention reports, due to weather conditions, the possible effect 
of this report upon packers’ and growers’ plans, and upon other 
influencing factors. 


The intended acreage of cucumbers for pickles in 1930 is 


more than a third larger than the acreage estimated for harvest 
in 1929, according to reports received from 106 packers and 
growers representing three-fifths of the total acreage grown 
last year. Of the 106 firms reporting, 65 indicate acreage in- 
creases, 25 indicate decreases, and 16 report no change. Sub- 
stantial increases are indicated in all important areas, and acre- 
ages are being planned in some new areas of the southern states. 
If present intentions are carried out, the 1930 acreage will 
be around 88,800 acres, compared with the estimate of 65,230 
acres harvested in 1929, and will exceed all previous acreages 
except that of 1925. A yield in line with the average yield dur- 
ing the past five years (55 bushels) would result in a production 
from the intended acreage of about 4,884,000 bushels. This 
production would be the second highest during the period, 1918 
to 1929, and would be exceeded only by the crop of 1925. It 
would exceed production of last year by more than one-half and 
would be more than a fifth larger than the crop of 1928 and the 
five-year average production during the period of 1925-29. 


Before actual planting operations, packers and growers 
should bear in mind that the comparatively small production of 
last year was due to low yields in many important areas, and 
that the 1929 acreage was sufficient to have produced a much 
larger crop had growing conditions been average. 


Intended 
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Truck Crop Markets 


Florida tomato shipments increased to 350 cars for the week 
ended April 12, according to the U. S. Market News Service, 
while imports from Mexico decreased tq 400 cars. Possibly 
only a thousand additional cars will come from Mexico this 
season. 

Asparagus movement from the Southeast was becoming 
active, though the bulk of the supply was still from California. 
Cauliflower also declined at loading stations in southern Cali- 
fornia. Shipments from that state increased to 305 cars. 


Sweet potato forwardings decreased to 215 cars, half of 
which came from Tennessee. 

Shipments of string beans from the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas increased rapidly to 170 cars. Florida originated only 
60 cars of beans. Movement of Florida cucumbers is only 
one-third of that a year ago. Shipments of Florida grapefruit 
and Texas spinach were much lighter, but Virginia spinach 
forwardings were becoming heavy. California orange and 
green-pea movement increased. 

Texas cabbage output decreased to 215 cars, while Florida 
moved 105 and South Carolina increased sharply to 290 cars. 
Imports continued very liberal, amounting to 160 carloads 7 
Holland and 58 from Denmark last week. 


It looks as if the May supply of strawberries will not - as 
heavy as usual. Louisiana shipments increased during the week 
to a daily average of 40 cars, but shipments were still only half 
as heavy as at this time last year. The Alabama season has 
been delayed and movement from that section was only 65 cars 
for the week. Texas originated about 25 carloads. 
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Combined shipments of 24 products decreased to 15,410 cars 
and were 1,250 lighter than a year ago. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
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Employment In March 


The U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reports a decrease of 
0.6 per cent in employment in manufacturing industries in 


25 


March as compared with February, and an inerease of 0.1 per 
cent in pay- roll totals. 

In addition to the survey of employment in manufacturing 
industries, the Bureau of Labor Statistics makes monthly sur- 
veys of employment in seven other major industrial groups, in- 
cluding canning, in which seven groups employment increased 
8.8 per cent. 

The total number of establishments reporting in the com- 
bined eight groups of industries was 36,810, having in March 
4,915,407 employees, whose combined earnings in one week were 
$132,227,077. The figures represent the number of employees 
on the pay roll ending nearest the 15th of the month, this, on 
an average, meaning the number actually employed several days 
in advance of the 15th. 

The combined figures of manufacturing and the other seven 
major industrial groups show a decrease in employment of 1.0 
per cent in March as compared with February, and a decrease 
in pay roll totals of 1.2 per cent. 


Business Conditions 
According to the weekly statement of the Department of 
Commerce for the week ended April 12, business, as indicated 
by the volume of check payments, was about 14 per cent lower 


April Total this Total last 
Commodity 
Apples, total 550 1, 123,716 127,580 
Asparagus 421 442 835 3.110 
301 390 4,809 11,088 
eee 937 546 11,800 44,150 
3090 205 8,478 0,608 
1,181 5,108 
· 110 041 8,288 
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— 90000 0000000 2,810 8,621 
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than in the previous week end and about 5 per cent lower than 
for the corresponding week of 1929. However, it was not quite 
so low as two weeks ago. Operations in steel plants during the 
latest reported week were on a slightly lower level than in the 
previous week and nearly 22 per cent less than a year ago. 

The value of building contracts showed another drop, being 
6 per cent less than it was a week ago and more than 30 per cent 
less than for the corresponding week of 1929. 

The general index of wholesale prices was slightly higher 
than last week, but 6 per cent lower than it was a year ago. 

Bank loans and discounts at the end of the week were lower 
than last week but a little higher than in 1929. Prices for stocks 
continued to rise and were slightly higher than a year ago while 
there was practically no change in bond prices. Interest rates 
remained about 50 per cent lower than for the last year, but 
compared with a week ago call money remained unchanged while 
time money was about 6 per cent higher. 

Movement of commodities by rail, as shown by statistics for 
the latest reported week, was greater than the preceding week, 
but a reduction under the same week in 1929. 
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Army Asks Bids On Canned Foods 

The Quartermaster Supply Officer of the Army is asking 
for bids on a quantity of subsistence supplies including various 
canned foods, the bids to be opened at 10:00 a. m., April 25th. 
The schedule on which to submit bids may be obtained from 
the Quartermaster Supply Officer at Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Wholesale Prices in March 


The recession of wholesale prices which began in August, 
1929, continued into March with a further decline of 1 2/5 per 
cent, according to the U. S. Bureau of Labor statistics. The Bu- 
reau's weighted index, with average prices in 1926 as 100.0, 
stands at 90.8 for March, compared with 92.1 for February. 
Since July, 1929, the high mark of last year with an index of 
98.0, there has been a decrease of over 7 per cent in wholesale 
prices. Compared with March, 1929, with an index of 97.5, a 
decrease of practically 7 per cent is shown. All the major groups 
of commodities declined from February to March, with decreases 
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CAR LOADINGS 
Week ended 907,028 378,212 254,027 274,769 
Preceding 355,460 245,128 284,578 
— week, 10929 407,208 267,142 268,875 
week, 10928 874,558 263,317 261,477 
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ranging from one-third of 1 per cent in building materials to 
8 1/8 per cent in farm products. 


Proposed Increase in French Tariff on Canned Fish 

A new tariff bill has been presented in the French Chamber 
of Deputies which proposes an increases in the canned fish tariff 
No. 47, which particularly affects canned pilchards and canned 
salmon from this country, according to a radiogram from the 
acting commercial attache at Paris. According to information 
now at hand the bill proposes that the present rate of 85 francs 
per 100 kilograms be increased to 250 francs per 100 kilograms 
Se - 1.4 to 4.5 cents per pound at the present rate of ex- 

nge). 


All Artificial Yellow Colors Prohibited in Salad Dressings 
Addition to mayonnaise, salad dressings, and similar prod- 
ucts of a color which gives them the appearance of products 
with a higher egg content is prohibited by the Federal Food and 
Drugs Act, according to a recent announcement by the Food, 
Drug and Insecticide Administration of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 


Exports of Canned Pineapple from Malaya Increase in 1929 

Exports of canned pineapple from Malaya in 1929 amount- 
ed to 65,735 short tons, valued at $5,263,227, compared with 
51,969 tons valued at $4,800,183 during 1928, an increase of 21 
per cent in volume. Of the 1929 exports, 45,480 tons went to the 
United Kingdom, 6,294 to Canada, 2,995 to New Zealand, 1,568 
to France and 1,138 to the Netherlands. Exports to the United 
States have increased consistently during the last four years, 
having amounted to 624 tons in 1926, 871 tons in 1927, 1,228 
tons in 1928 and 1,640 tons in 1929. 


House Passes Fisheries Bureau Bill 


The House on April 16 possed the bill (H. R. 7405) authoriz- 
ing the expenditure of $3,335,000 on a five-year construction 
and maintenance program for the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries. 
The bill now goes to the Senate. 

The bill has been before Congress for several years. Of the 
amount appropriated in the bill, $1,835,000 is to be used for con- 
‘struction purposes, and $1,500,000 for maintenance and person- 
nel expenses. 


